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THE LATEST FROM PETRIE. 

From Mr. Petrie's camp at Thebes, I have just received a letter from Mr. 
Quibell, his assistant, dated December 18, in which he says: "We are at 
Thebes, installed in three of the arches N. W. of the Ramesseum, — Petrie, 
my sister, my friend Milne, and I. We have the Ramesseum and the mounds 
behind the Kom-el-Hetan, with the ground between. We hope for papyri, 
we hope for cuneiform tablets ; as yet of course it is early days and we have 
nothing important We expected a good deal of trouble from the fellahin here, 
but they are singularly tractable. Occasionally a great army of tourists invade 
us, but they are away again in a few minutes ; and a number of people we 
are glad to see will doubtless turn up. Spiegelberg, for instance is at Drah- 
Abu'l-Neggah." 

Our frontispiece shows, the arches (in the lower right hand corner), in 
which Mr. Petrie and Quibell are installed. They are of mud brick and once 
formed the vaulted cellar of a great storehouse or magazine connected with 
the funeral temple of Ramses II. (usually called the Ramesseum), behind 
which they stand. The importance of the material, which may be, and has 
been found in such magazines, cannot be over estimated. In the first place, 
such chambers were used as wine cellars, where the yearly output of the dif- 
ferent vineyards belonging to the temple was stored and carefully registered. 
On the outside of each jar the scribe marked in ink the year of the vintage 
according to the years of the king's reign. Thus at Amarna, were found 
dates on wine jar fragments, showing us that Amenophis IV. reigned nearly 
twenty years, though we had hitherto supposed his reign was not longer than 
seven or eight years. Under these arches of the Ramesseum storehouse are 
wagon loads of such fragments, and they may bring us much history. 

In such a magazine there was transacted a great deal of clerical and official 
business, necessitating many records ; hence it is that Quibell is expecting or 
hoping for papyri. The famous Amarna tablets were found at Tell-el- 
Amarna in a mud brick magazine, not unlike this of the Ramesseum ; hence 
Quibell's further hope for cuneiform tablets. All these hopes may be in vain, 
but it is also not at all impossible that they should be brilliantly realized. 

The scene of our frontispiece, which lies in the midst of the vast necropolis 
of Thebes, is historical and interesting. The cliff before us is the famous 
Shech-'Abd-el-Gurnah, honey-combed with tombs, till it is like a great sponge. 
From these tombs have come the finest wall paintings of the New Empire, 
with so many of which we are familiar from childhood in Wilkinson. Behind 
this cliff is the great valley of the royal tombs, where all the New Empire 
Pharaohs rested, until persistent grave robbing forced the priest kings of the 
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XXI. Dynasty to excavate a secret shaft, where they might safely conceal the 
royal mummies. This secret shaft is just over the brow of the cliff before us, 
and here Thotmes III., Ramses II. and all the rest were taken out in 1881. 

As we f^ce the cliff, the Ramesseum or funeral temple of Ramses II. is 
just behind us. On our right, but out of range is the famous terraced temple 
of queen Ha't-shepsut. Here the Egyptian Exploration Fund has completed 
clearing the temple of detritus and accumulated debris from the cliffs above, 
a task which has occupied them for the last two winters. Perhaps the most 
interesting discovery here was the finding of the so-called "foundation 
deposit" in the temple. This corresponds to our corner-stone deposit. Four 
of the objects contained in this deposit have been presented by the Fund to 
the Art Institute of Chicago, where they have just arrived, and may be 
inspected by the public. They are a model of the hoe, with which the queen 
broke ground for the foundation of the building, a model sledge for trans- 
porting stone, an alabaster jar with lid, and a woven papyrus standard, such 
as was placed beneath a moist water jar to prevent soiling the table. They 
date from the sixteenth century B. C, nearly four centuries^efore the exodus. 

James Henry Breasted. 



A TABLET OF WARNING FROM THE TEMPLE OF HEROD. 
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" There was one special offence in regard to which the Jews had been 
accorded the singular privilege of proceeding even against Roman citizens 
according to Jewish Law. Within the large square forming the outer court 
of the Herodian temple, there was an oblong quadrangular space enclosed by 



